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Ratcliff: The Life and Times of Admiral Elmo Russell “Bud” Zumwalt, Jr

deserved, swipe at the late Stephen
Ambrose. Ambrose, long accepted as a
leading scholar on Eisenhower, was
found to be guilty of plagiarism in
some of his later works; as Smith
points out, Ambrose also fabricated
accounts of meetings between himself
and Eisenhower, meetings that simply
did not occur. The failure of Ambrose
stands as a stark reminder as to the
fallibility of historians and the need to
get the history right. This Smith does.
His scholarship is meticulous, and his
book is a worthy addition to any shelf.
richard norton
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Berman, Larry. The Life and Times of Admiral
Elmo Russell “Bud” Zumwalt, Jr. New York:
HarperCollins, 2012. 528pp. $29.99

Larry Berman has written a scintillating
biography of the man who is credited
with changing the U.S. Navy more,
perhaps, than any other single individual
in its history. Zumwalt was controversial in his day, and Berman found
during his research that feelings about
the admiral, both positive and negative,
still run strongly nearly forty years after
his tour as Chief of Naval Operations.
His book, although clearly written from
an advocate’s viewpoint, captures the
essence of why Admiral Zumwalt was
such a polemic figure during a time
of great social and political turmoil,
both inside and outside the Navy.
Berman crafts a comprehensive picture
of a highly complex individual who was
driven as much by his heart as by his
keen intellect. Zumwalt’s strong social
conscience enabled him to perceive
what most did not—a navy that was
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fundamentally racist and sexist, a navy
that inflicted innumerable injustices
on its sailors under the assumption
such practices were needed to ensure
discipline among the rank and file. As
Berman found, few of Zumwalt’s contemporaries were his intellectual equals,
particularly when it came to understanding the magnitude of the Soviet naval
threat that confronted the United States
in the 1970s. Berman makes clear that
Zumwalt’s reward for attempting both to
change the Navy’s force structure and to
eliminate its abusive personnel policies
was pushback by many of its most senior
officers, who felt he was pushing too
hard and going too fast. While Zumwalt
saw a lack of accountable leadership, his
critics saw a man hell-bent to destroy
many of the Navy’s most cherished
traditions. To most junior officers and
junior enlisted he was a godsend, who,
unlike most senior enlisted and older
officers, understood the difficult conditions under which they served. Berman
paints a vivid picture of the social issues
and grievances that were not simply
demeaning to the young sailors who
manned the Navy but also threatened
the service’s ability to man its ships
and squadrons once the all-volunteer
force replaced the Vietnam-era draft.
Berman also provides his readers with a
riveting account of Admiral Zumwalt’s
troubled relationships with President
Nixon and National Security Adviser
Henry Kissinger. Nixon held Zumwalt
personally responsible for the race riots
that broke out in three ships, blaming him for allowing lax disciplinary
standards that, in his view, had led to
the problems. Kissinger is portrayed as
a self-interested political scientist who
was willing to put the nation’s security at grave risk in order to achieve
an ill-advised arms-reduction treaty.
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Berman has penned a compelling story
of a man before his time and a book that
sheds greater light on the diverse challenges that confronted Admiral Zumwalt
during his tenure. Naval professionals in
the twenty-first century will find many
of the issues he attempted to rectify
in the 1970s still unresolved today.
ronald ratcliff
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Zanco, Jean-Philippe, ed. Dictionnaire des ministres de la marine, 1689–1958. Collections Kronos.
Paris: Éditions SPM, 2011. 564pp. €45
Loge maritime de recherche La Pérouse (France).
Dictionnaire des marins francs-maçons: Gens de
mer et professions connexes aux XVIIIe, XIXe et
XXe siècles. Edited by Jean-Marc van Hille. Collections Kronos. Paris: Éditions SPM, 2011.
571pp. €46.50

Jean-Philippe Zanco’s biographical
dictionary of French naval ministers
provides an extremely useful and handy
overview and guide to the history of
French naval administration over a
period of 269 years. The first forty
pages provide a broad and authoritative
overview of the history of French naval
administration, a survey that includes
the background for the earlier period
from Richelieu to Colbert’s initiatives
under Louis XIV. This overview offers
organizational charts that trace the
transmission of naval and maritime
affairs over the broad periods of French
governmental history, as well as a
chronological list of all ministers who
served between 1626 and 1958. The following four hundred pages of the book
are devoted to biographical sketches of
all ministers who served between 1689
and 1958, listed in alphabetical order
and written by twenty-six different
contributors. About a page and a half is
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devoted to each individual who served
the French government as minister of
the navy, secretary of state for the navy,
undersecretary of state for the navy, or
secretary of state for the merchant marine. Each biographical sketch includes a
short summary about the person’s term
of office as a naval minister, as well as
other aspects of his life and career, and
a portrait, where known, all followed by
a list of the key archival and short references to the published sources about
each individual. The short references are
linked to full bibliographical references
at the end of the volume, where one can
also find an index to all personal names.
The book is particularly useful, in all
periods, for its gathering of archival
references to personal papers. For
the periods of the Third and Fourth
Republics, it is an enormous help to
sorting out the frequent change in
ministries, which sometimes lasted
only days or months. Zanco’s Dictionnaire des ministres de la marine is an
essential guide for anyone approaching the administrative history of the
French navy for the first time, as well as
a ready reference guide for those who
are already familiar with the subject.
The Dictionnaire des marins francsmaçons identifies a little-known connection between mariners and Freemasonry. The work was originally published in
2008; the 2011 edition has added more
than two thousand names that range
from prominent French admirals such
as Suffren, d’Estaing, and Raoul Castex
to the British explorers Captain James
Cook and Ernest Shackleton; Admirals
Rodney, Nelson, Beresford, Jellicoe,
and Fraser; such Germans as Admiral
von Tirpitz and Count von Luckner;
prominent early American naval officers
like Abraham Whipple, John Paul Jones,
John Barry, Stephen Decatur, William
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